























Stage 3 SEthernet enhances SAN flexibility Smanaged virtual HBAs “on-a-rope”

Stage 4 Ssingle network

If a “single network” ever materializes, very few experts believe it will be based on Fibre Channel like
FCoE is. Coercing Ethernet to adopt Fibre Channel’s limitations would be too high of a price to pay.
Coercing Fibre Channel to adopt Ethernet’s limitations already has a name—it’s called iSCSI.

Stage 4 Sfully converged network? 2015? Pipe dream?
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Note that much of the hype around FCoE today results from the fact that 10Gb NICs provide more I/O
bandwidth than most servers need. Thus, NICs can be shared for multiple purposes. It’s likely that by
the time widespread use of FCoE is possible, two 10Gb NICs won’t provide enough bandwidth for a
typical server. If a typical server will need four NICs anyway, the benefits of FCoE will be
diminished—two NICs could simply be dedicated to SAN, while two NICs would be dedicated to IP.

Conclusion

FCoE will take some time to achieve wide adoption. HP intends to support any industry standards that
emerge from FCoE and is even helping with many of these standards activities. HP ProCurve, along
with HP servers and StorageWorks products, has solutions tailored for storage over Ethernet use
models and will continue to invest in advancing the state of the art. iSCSI is enjoying significant
growth today and will tomorrow also, and it should not be overlooked by customers interested in
converged data center networks.
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